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A WARM WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW
STUDENTS

With the start of the new school year in January, we welcomed fifteen new students to the
Roko 20 Academy!

A warm welcome to the eleven new students who have started primary school in pre-primary 1.

And we also want to welcome four students who joined us throughout all grades from other schools.
We wish you all an enjoyable, interesting and successful first term.
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We are glad that you are here!
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Last school year which ended in December our exam class - Grade 6 - did very well at the national exams.
They became position two out of twelve schools. Wow, what an achievement! Definitely a reason to be
proud of our pupils and all the staff that are engaging a success like that!

As a new school year started in January we are happy to tell you that 95% of the students that graduated
grade 6 at Roko 20 academy last term are now attending a Junior Secondary Schools to continue receiving
education and to improve their skills and develop deeper knowledge. This is an important step to allow
them a stable future way of living and it speaks for our school and the work that we do that we can enable
that.

We wish all of the 7" graders all the best in their new schools!

With the beginning of the new term in January 13 learners received a new uniform!
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Lucy joined Roko 20 in May 2023. Firstly, she
was responsible for the girls dormitory. Her
new role is Human Resource Officer,
coordinating the staff and ensuring that the
school’s program runs efficiently and
effectively.

As Teacher Margaret, our school deputy, is
on maternity leave. Teacher Josphat is
standing in for her as a relief teacher for
the three months she will be away.
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

SPORTS

7'" PLACE AT NATIONAL COMPETITIONS
Beatrice, a former student of Roko 20,
competed in the national competitions in the
1500 meter run and achieved the fantastic 7™
place. In Kenya there are only six runners in her
age group who are faster than her. WOW -
congratulations on your outstanding
performance!

Beatrice is currently visiting a school that has
the possibilities and knowledge to support her
sports career with special training by qualified
trainers and providing training equipment.

SPECIFIC SPORT TRAININGS

The focus during sports lessons is currently on
handball and volleyball as we are going to
participate in a handball tournament on the 30"
of May. Besides the weekly sports lessons there
are two teams receiving extra training in their
breaks to achieve the best result!

PARTICIPATION AT THE DRAMA FESTIVAL
Every year in March there is a popular drama
festival for Kenyan schools. Our pupils
participated in the drama competition and
Clinton from Grade 3 even emerged position one
out of twelve participants. Congratulations!
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MUSIC

This term our pupils are being prepared to take
part in the Kenyan Schools Music competition to
be held on the 10" of June. The pupils have
poems to recite, singing games and public
speaking to compete with other pupils.

ARTS

Our students at all school levels love to paint and craft. This is one reason why we offer “Creative Arts” as
an extra curriculum subject. Nevertheless, the students would love to use their creative minds all day long.
Something that is not possible during school weeks as we also have to learn some math and other
compulsory subjects. ;) But we had the possibility to develop our painting skills during the time that
schools were closed due to the floods. Have a look at all the amazing drawings that have been created
during this time!
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ACADEMIC TRIP LAST TERM FOR GRADE 4 AND 5

Last term the pupils from grade four and five had the possibility to visit a Kikuyu historical site “Mukurwe
wa Nyagathanga”. The pupils learnt about how the traditional African houses were built and a lot more.
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We had the possibility to install a new 10,000 litre water tank in our school area next to the dormitory. It
saves us money and helps us maintain the vegetables and fruit growing on our school land the whole year
round for our lunch programme.

This was all made possible by the Rotary Narbeth & Whitland. Thank you very much for your trust and your
support. Without people like you Roko 20 would not be able to help so many children through education as
we do at the moment.
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VOLUNTEERS AT ROKO 20

During the last months a lot of volunteers joined Roko 20 from all over the world. So far in 2024 we had
people from the US, Germany, Canada, France, Slovenia, Australia, China, Denmark, Netherlands and
Austria. The volunteers support the school in many different ways and therefore are huge additional
benefit for all of us.

- support the teachers during classes

- help the pupils to do their exercises

- provide learning material

- They are experts in the digital environment and
therefore often run the computer lessons and even
support the teachers to get a deeper
understanding of the computers.

- share their knowledge about their favorite sport
during sports classes

- support slower learners with one-to-one teaching

- help the girls who live at the dormitory with their
homework

- play with the kids, of course ;)
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The Girls’ Dormitory officially opened more than a year ago on the 22nd January 2023. We started with 8
pupils - now we have 16 girls that are living in the dormitory. Currently 12 of them are from Roko 20, four
have been in our school and are now going to Junior Secondary School. As some girls are very young we are

thankful for the “big girls” as they can support the younger ones with their duties and be great role
models.

We are delighted to introduce Sarah to you.

She joined Roko 20 in September 2023 and is the new
Matron of the girls dormitory. She helps the girls with
their homework, supports the pupils who are struggling
with one-to-one sessions and she is also responsible for
guidance and counseling.

PS: If you are wondering what Lucy Mbatia is doing as she is no longer responsible for the girls’ dormitory -
have a look at page four. ;)
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5.00 - 5.30

6.00

6.30

7.00 - 16.00

16.00 - 17.30

17.30 - 19.00

19.00

19.30 - 21.00

wake up

“big girls” leave for school with the Roko 20 school van

younger girls wake up, take breakfast and do their morning duties
school

free time

bath time, washing clothes, cleaning

time for dinner

homework, reading

bed time
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Helping with school duties is a way for the parents of giving something back. The parents who are
financially supported by Roko 20, who do not pay school fees come to school twice a month to offer
services. They help with sorting grains, farm work, remove small bushes, cleaning pre-primary classrooms.
A lot of tasks that are hard to handle all the time for the school staff. We therefore are thankful for all the
additional helping hands. ;)

In our community we have some elderly women who meet
once a month in school to share a cup of tea together.
These women are given seeds for planting before the two
rainy seasons. The women give back to the school some
maize and beans once they have harvested.

The elderly visited other old women at St. Mary’s home for
the aged on the 12'" of May as a special mother’s day
activity. During their visit they planted trees, listened to a
view interesting speeches and shared a cake after lunch. It
was a great experience for all the participants!

About the St. Mary’s home for the aged:
There are living about 40 women.
- There are four sisters in charge of the women.
- The sisters are assisted by several part-time
workers.
- It was founded in 1974.
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Dear sponsors, supporters, helpers, all affiliates,

Simply saying thank you is never enough to express our gratitude to you! Here at
Roko 20 we do invaluable things for so many children from the region. We offer
what is often the only opportunity for basic education. The vast majority of
families live from hand to mouth. What was earned yesterday can be eaten
today. If nothing is earned, nothing can be eaten. We counteract the lack of
regular meals by offering breakfast, a morning snack, lunch and a meal at school
before the students go home. How big the positive effects are for the kids is as
difficult to describe as our gratitude to you. None of this would be possible
without you.

THANK YOU for your support, for your interest in what we do and above all for
your trust in us. You inspire and motivate us every day anew to get the best out
of it for the kids. We will continue to work hard to provide the children in our
community with the best possible educational experience and keep you informed
about our latest developments.
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