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This year Roko 20 Academy had two classes
finishing their primary level education.

Class 8 which is under the old curriculum will join
Form 1 in Secondary School next year whilst Grade
6 (under the new curriculum) will join Grade 7 in
Junior secondary.

Congratulations to all our graduates. We wish
them all the best as they move to their new schools,
and we hope that each of them will have gained a
firm foundation for their education whilst at Roko
20.

Pupils were presented with gifts of geometry sets at our end of year ceremony

After COVID 19, games competitions were
banned from schools. This year in August
ball games were reintroduced. 11 pupils
from Roko 20 Academy were selected to
participate at zonal level where 10 schools
were involved. We are so proud that one
of our Grade 6 pupils, Malcolm, went on to
participate at Intercounty level at the
National Tournament games held at Kilifi,
near Mombasa. Well done!
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Pupils from Grades 6 and 7 have continued to
entertain crowds outside school this year with
traditional folk song and dance. On 18 September
2022, their performance was beyond expectations at
Nairobi’s ‘Kenya National Theatre’.

On 3rd December 2022 they performed at the
National Nurses Complex KNH during the Mini
Kenya 2022 Mr and Miss International and then on 12
December at Murang’a town during the Jamhuri Day
celebrations. These shows have done wonders for
pupils’ confidence and self-esteem. Well done
everyone!
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Ann is one of our Grade 7 pupils. She taught
herself chess and then went on to win a place in
three competitions, two of which were in
Mombasa. Ann was asked by the Head Teacher
of a neighbouring primary school to help teach
their Grade 7 pupils how to play chess. This class
later went on to compete with other schools.
Well done Ann and all those who participated.

Food poverty in Kenya is at a critical level. Food has doubled in price and many in our
community are going without a meal sometimes for up to 3 to 4 days.

In October a couple from France were so concerned that they donated enough money to
support giving an evening meal to our sponsored pupils for one year. During last terms we
were able to give pupils a meal before leaving school at the end of the day.

1

Our major worry over the extended 2 months holiday break was that most of our sponsored
pupils would go without food. We started a crowdfunding appeal to raise funds to provide
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pupils with one meal a day during these holidays. Thanks to you and your generosity we raised
an incredible £939.

We are now distributing food to our pupils with fortnightly donations of 2kgs bags of maize,
rice and beans and will do so for the duration of the holidays so now they will have a daily plate
of food. Thank you.

Our agricultural club is a great success. Pupils are working well helping to feed our rabbits
and goats and working in the greenhouse planting, watering and harvesting passion fruits. We
are selling these to generate an income.
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We will soon harvest beans and onions which will be used at school.

s

Gilbert and Kagwi received a gift of gardening gloves for their outstanding work.

Volunteers are returning to Roko 20 as Covid restrictions lifted. Carmen arrived from Spain
and was a great help to us as she put the library into order. She also sponsored a trip to Nairobi
Animal Orphanage and Giraffe Centre for all Grade 6 pupils. Thanks Carmen for everything
you did, it was a pleasure getting to know you and we are all looking forward to your next visit.
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In 2014 a good friend to Roko 20 bought the school a small van to transport pupils to and from
school. It also served us well as a vehicle to transport our weekly shopping such as large sacks
of maize, beans and rice. Additionally, in the good old days we would hire out the vehicle to
members of our community for family functions. This generated an extra income for us.

Sadly, the van is now very old and worn out, to say that is has seen better days is a bit of an
understatement. The cost of continuous roadside breakdowns, maintenance and repair has
rocketed. This coming year we will fundraise to replace the engine.

We found that pupils who are suffering from neglect and abuse at home do not do well at
school. Knowing that such abuse has a profound effect on children’s performance we made
the decision to provide them with a safe space during the school week to concentrate on
learning and to improve performance in all aspects of school life.

A few years ago Bex volunteered at Roko 20 with her partner Matt. When we explained the
problems some of our children were having she decided to help us raise the funds to build a
girls’ dormitory. She got together a team at the company she works for and took on the
challenge of walking the Yorkshire Three Peaks on 1st October raising the funds needed to
construct the facility.

A big thanks to Bex and staff at Home Instead Harrogate Ripon and Thirsk, Three peaks
completed and a tremendous £3,130 raised.

We currently have accommodation for 8 girls who are at risk and who will join us in January
when school resumes. Plans to construct a boy’s dormitory will hopefully commence next
year.
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Before

Bex and the team

We would like to share a story with you about one of our Grade 3 pupils.

Mary is 11 years old (name changed for confidentiality)
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Mary is in Grade 3. Before she joined Roko 20 Academy she was schooling at a public school
in town. Her attendance was low as she was regularly sent home for non-payment of school
fees. Unable to afford these fees her mother would physically punish Mary simply for being
at home. Mary’s mother is an alcoholic and neglects her children. On the occasion that the
mother had a small amount of money she would send her daughter back to school with a part
payment. At school she would again be punished physically by the teachers for absenteeism.
This cycle continued.

Mary started sleeping on the streets at the local market. She planned a new life in Nairobi
with some other street children and one day they walked the 87 km distance from Murang’a
to Nairobi. On the outskirts of Nairobi they met a lady who noted their behaviour was
different and came to understand that they had run away. One of the children said that they
had schooled at Roko 20 Academy so the lady contacted us via Facebook.

We organised their trip back to Murang'a. Mary was transferred to a child remand centre
where she spent two weeks. The Child Remand Centre requested us to admit Mary to school
and we enrolled Mary in September this year. Since then Mary has not missed a single day
and her passion for education has impressed teaching staff. She is interested in dance and
helping other pupils.

Houses in our local area are typically made of mud. If made well with the right soil and joined
with cement they can last around 20 to 30 years. Loise’s house was in final breakdown. It was
riddled with big holes, the roof was broken. Loise’s mother was worried it would fall in on
them during rainy season. We were kindly donated funds from friends to Roko 20 to rebuild
the house to make it safe and secure for this family. Thank you, Ben, Florence and Jonny, for
your kindness.
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Since 2014 when Roko 20 Academy opened I spent 9 months of the year working at the
school in Kenya and the remaining 3 months back in the UK raising awareness and securing
funds necessary to keep the school operational.

In 2020 when Covid struck, I returned to my hometown in Wales. After lockdown I found a
place to live and a job to sustain my living expenses.

As time went by, I made the difficult decision to stay in Wales and continue working for Roko
20 but from a distance. It wasn’t an easy choice but having weekly online facetime meetings
with Job, our Manager, I was able to keep in touch and be updated with day-to-day
operations. Balancing time between volunteering for Roko 20 and working full time isn’t
always easy and Job’s role of running the school single handedly is sometimes challenging.
However, aided by some of our Governing Board members and other volunteers we have
managed to keep things moving since 2020.

I was beyond excited to be returning to Kenya last month for an all too brief three week visit.
It was amazing to be back and meet everyone again. I was impressed with the progress that
Job has made. There’s no question of his dedication to providing pupils with a good
education and looking after their welfare. Job uses initiative and places foresight in
everything he does.

Of course we could not do what we do without your continued support and generous
donations and for this we are so very grateful.

Wishing you all the very best for 2023.

Grade 6 helping me to plant an apple tree marking my return to the UK

We would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for your continued support this
year. Our teams have been working hard to ensure the success of Roko 20. We look forward
to continuing our work in 2023.
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